AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 26, 2015

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 519

Introduced by Assembly Member M cCarty

February 23, 2015

n act to amend Sections 361.2, 361.3, 361.5, 366,
366.21, 366.22, 366.25, 366.26, 366.27, 366.3, 706.5, 706.6, 727.2,
727.3, 11400, and 16501.1 of, and to add Sections 371, 372, and 727.45
to, the Welfare and Institutions Code, relating to foster youth.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 519, asamended, McCarty. duventtes-Foster youth: permanency.

Existing law provides that a minor may be removed fromthe physical
custody of his or her parents if there is a substantial danger to the
physical health of the child or the child is suffering severe emotional
damage and there are no reasonable means to protect the child without
removing him or her. Additionally, a minor who is in wardship
proceedings may be removed from the physical custody of his or her
parents if the court finds that one of several facts is present, including
that the parent or guardian is incapable of providing or has failed to
provide proper maintenance, training, and education for the minor.
When aminor isremoved fromthe physical custody of hisor her parents
in dependency or wardship proceedings, existing law generally requires
that reunification services be provided to a minor and hisor her family.
Existing law also providesfor periodic statusreview hearings, at which
the court must return a minor to the physical custody of his or her
parents unlessthe court makes specified findings. Existing law requires,
if aminor is not returned to the physical custody of hisor her parents,
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thejuvenile court to devise a permanency plan, including, among others,
an order that the child be placed for adoption, an order that a legal
guardian be appointed, or an order that the child remain in another
planned permanent living arrangement or long-termfoster care. Existing
law requires, prior to ordering a dependent child to remain in another
planned permanent living arrangement or long-termfoster care as his
or her permanency plan, the court to make a finding that the child is
not a proper subject for adoption and hasno onewilling to accept legal
guardianship.

Thisbill would generally delete referencesto “ long-termfoster care”
and, instead, refer to that permanency plan as “ another planned
permanent living arrangement” and would establish a new permanency
plan option of placement with a fit and willing relative. The bill would
prohibit a child under 16 years of age from having as his or her
permanency plan continued placement in another planned permanent
living arrangement and would require a child 16 years of age or older
to be receiving specialized permanency services in order to continue
in another planned permanent living arrangement. The bill would
require for any child who has as his or her permanency plan another
planned permanent living arrangement, and would authorize for
children under 16 years of age and in an out-of-home placement, the
placing agency to, among other things, conduct intensive and ongoing
effortsto return the child home or secure a placement for the child with
a fit and willing relative, a legal guardian, or an adoptive parent. The
bill would also require for any child who hasashisor her permanency
plan another planned permanent living arrangement, and would
authorize for children under 16 years of age and in an out-of-home
placement, the court, at each permanency hearing to, among other
things, review the intensive, ongoing, and, as of the date of the hearing,
unsuccessful efforts made by the placing agency to return the child
home or secure a placement for the child with a fit and willing relative,
a legal guardian, or an adoptive parent and to redetermine the
appropriateness of placement. The bill would require, prior to a child
being deemed not a proper subject for adoption or as having no one
willing to accept legal guardianship, the child to receive specialized
permanency services. The bill would al so require, commencing January
1, 2017, in any case in which the court has ordered a dependent child
or award of the juvenile court placed for adoption or has appointed a
relative or nonrelative legal guardian, the social worker or probation
officer to provide the prospective adoptive family or the guardian or
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guardians specified mental health treatment infor mation. By expanding
the duties of social workers and probation officers with regard to the
provison of child welfare services, this bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbur sement.

Thisbill would provide that no reimbursement isrequired by this act
for specified reasons.

- . ) . . . . . .
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. (a) The Legidature finds and declares all of the
2 following:

3 (1) As of September 30, 2014, there were 62,545 California
4 children living in the foster care system, with 16,561 children, or
5 approximately 26 percent, in foster care for over three years, and
6 9,780 children, or approximately 16 percent, in care for over five
7 years. Adult outcomes are often poor for the children who
8 emancipate from foster care without a permanent family. Within
9 two years of exiting the foster care system, approximately 50
10 percent of former foster youth will be homeless, in prison,
11 victimized, or dead.

12 (2) Familiescommitting to adoption or guardianship of children
13 in foster care may face challenges unique to the adoption or
14 guardianship experience that result fromthe trauma of the child's
15 adverse childhood experiences. These challenges can create stress
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that puts the adoption or guardianship at risk of disruption and
potentially result in the child’sreentry into the foster care system.

(3) Provisons of the Preventing Sex Trafficking and
Strengthening Families Act (Public Law 113-183) address the
need to enhance effortsto improve permanency outcomes for older
childrenin care by eliminating the use of other planned per manent
living arrangements as a permanent plan for children under 16
years of age.

(4) The new law also requires documentation of intensive and
ongoing efforts to achieve permanence for youth with a case plan
for another planned permanent living arrangement, and adds
additional case plan and case plan review system requirements
for children 16 years of age and older.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this act to
improve permanency outcomes and stability for older childrenin
foster care and to bring Californiainto compliance with provisions
of the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act
by doing all of the following:

(1) Providing resources and incentives to counties to improve
permanency outcomes for older children and youth in foster care
by updating current California law to require that any federal
adoption incentives received be used for that purpose.

(2) Improving the stability of adoptive and guardianship families
by requiring the State Department of Social Services, county
adoption agencies, county child welfare agencies, and licensed
adoption agencies to provide potential adoptive families and
guardians information, in writing, regarding the importance of
working with mental health providers that have specialized
adoption or permanency clinical training and experience if the
family needs clinical support and the desirable clinical expertise
the family should look for when choosing an adoption- or
per manency-competent mental health professional.

(3) Improving permanency outcomesfor childreninfoster care
by doing all of the following:

(A) Requiring child-centered specialized permanency services
prior to deeming a child “ unlikely to be adopted,” “ not a proper
subject for adoption,” or “having no one willing to take legal
guardianship;,” and prior to, and after, making a permanency plan
for another planned permanent living arrangement or ordering a
child into long-term foster care.
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(B) Eliminating the use of another planned permanent living
arrangements as permanency plans for children under 16 years
of age.

(C) Adding “ placement with a fit and willing relative” as a
permanency planning option.

SEC. 2. Section 361.2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

361.2. (@) When acourt ordersremoval of achild pursuant to
Section 361, the court shall first determine whether thereisaparent
of the child, with whom the child was not residing at the time that
the events or conditions arose that brought the child within the
provisions of Section 300, who desires to assume custody of the
child. If that parent requests custody, the court shall place the child
with the parent unlessit findsthat placement with that parent would
be detrimental to the safety, protection, or physical or emotional
well-being of the child. The fact that the parent is enrolled in a
certified substance abuse treatment facility that allows a dependent
child to reside with his or her parent shall not be, for that reason
alone, primafacie evidence that placement with that parent would
be detrimental.

(b) If the court places the child with that parent it may do any
of the following:

(1) Order that the parent become legal and physical custodian
of the child. The court may also provide reasonable visitation by
the noncustodial parent. The court shall then terminate its
jurisdiction over the child. The custody order shall continue unless
modified by a subsequent order of the superior court. The order
of the juvenile court shall be filed in any domestic relation
proceeding between the parents.

(2) Order that the parent assume custody subject to the
jurisdiction of the juvenile court and require that a home visit be
conducted within three months. In determining whether to take
the action described in this paragraph, the court shall consider any
concerns that have been raised by the child's current caregiver
regarding the parent. After the social worker conducts the home
visit and files his or her report with the court, the court may then
take the action described in paragraph (1), (3), or this paragraph.
However, nothing in this paragraph shall be interpreted to imply
that the court is required to take the action described in this
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paragraph asaprerequisite to the court taking the action described
in either paragraph (1) or (3).

(3) Order that the parent assume custody subject to the
supervision of the juvenile court. In that case the court may order
that reunification services be provided to the parent or guardian
from whom the child isbeing removed, or the court may order that
services be provided solely to the parent who isassuming physical
custody in order to allow that parent to retain later custody without
court supervision, or that services be provided to both parents, in
which case the court shall determine, at review hearings held
pursuant to Section 366, which parent, if either, shall have custody
of the child.

(c) The court shall make a finding either in writing or on the
record of the basisfor its determination under subdivisions(a) and
(b).

(d) Part 6 (commencing with Section 7950) of Division 12 of
the Family Code shall apply to the placement of a child pursuant
to paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (e).

(e) When the court ordersremoval pursuant to Section 361, the
court shall order the care, custody, control, and conduct of the
child to be under the supervision of the social worker who may
place the child in any of the following:

(1) The home of a noncustodial parent as described in
subdivision (@), regardless of the parent’s immigration status.

(2) Theapproved homeof arelative, regardlessof therelative's
immigration status.

(3) The approved home of a nonrelative extended family
member as defined in Section 362.7.

(4) The approved home of a resource family as defined in
Section 16519.5.

(5) A foster home in which the child has been placed before an
interruption in foster care, if that placement isin the best interest
of the child and space is available.

(6) A suitable licensed community care facility, except a
runaway and homeless youth shelter licensed by the State
Department of Social Services pursuant to Section 1502.35 of the
Headlth and Safety Code.

(7) With a foster family agency to be placed in a suitable
licensed foster family home or certified family home which has
been certified by the agency as meeting licensing standards.
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(8 A home or facility in accordance with the federal Indian
Child Welfare Act (25 U.S.C. Sec. 1901 et seq.).

(9) A childunder six yearsof age may be placed in acommunity
carefacility licensed as agroup homefor children, or atemporary
shelter care facility as defined in Section 1530.8 of the Health and
Safety Code, only under any of the following circumstances:

(A) () Whenacaseplanindicatesthat placement isfor purposes
of providing short term, specialized, and intensive treatment to the
child, the case plan specifies the need for, nature of, and anticipated
duration of thistreatment, pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision
(c) of Section 16501.1, thefacility meetsthe applicable regulations
adopted under Section 1530.8 of the Health and Safety Code and
standards devel oped pursuant to Section 11467.1 of this code, and
the deputy director or director of the county child welfare
department or an assistant chief probation officer or chief probation
officer of the county probation department has approved the case
plan.

(if) The short term, specialized, and intensive treatment period
shall not exceed 120 days, unless the county has made progress
toward or is actively working toward implementing the case plan
that identifies the services or supports necessary to transition the
child to afamily setting, circumstances beyond the county’s control
have prevented the county from obtaining those services or
supports within the timeline documented in the case plan, and the
need for additional time pursuant to the case plan is documented
by the casaworker and approved by a deputy director or director
of the county child welfare department or an assistant chief
probation officer or chief probation officer of the county probation
department.

(iii) To the extent that placements pursuant to this paragraph
are extended beyond an initial 120 days, the requirements of
clauses (i) and (ii) shall apply to each extension. In addition, the
deputy director or director of the county child welfare department
or an assistant chief probation officer or chief probation officer of
the county probation department shall approve the continued
placement no less frequently than every 60 days.

(B) When a case plan indicates that placement is for purposes
of providing family reunification services. In addition, the facility
offers family reunification services that meet the needs of the
individual child and his or her family, permits parents to have
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reasonable access to their children 24 hours a day, encourages
extensive parental involvement in meeting the daily needs of their
children, and employs staff trained to provide family reunification
services. In addition, one of the following conditions exists:

(i) The child's parent is aso award of the court and residesin
the facility.

(if) The child's parent is participating in a treatment program
affiliated with the facility and the child’s placement in the facility
facilitates the coordination and provision of reunification services.

(iii) Placement inthefacility isthe only alternative that permits
the parent to have daily 24-hour access to the child in accordance
with the case plan, to participate fully in meeting all of the daily
needs of the child, including feeding and personal hygiene, and to
have access to necessary reunification services.

(10) (A) A childwhois6to 12 yearsof age, inclusive, may be
placed in acommunity care facility licensed as a group home for
children only when a case plan indicates that placement is for
purposes of providing short term, specialized, and intensive
treatment for the child, the case plan specifies the need for, nature
of, and anticipated duration of thistreatment, pursuant to paragraph
(2) of subdivision (c) of Section 16501.1, and is approved by the
deputy director or director of the county child welfare department
or an assistant chief probation officer or chief probation officer of
the county probation department.

(B) The short term, specialized, and intensive treatment period
shall not exceed six months, unless the county has made progress
or is actively working toward implementing the case plan that
identifies the services or supports necessary to transition the child
to a family setting, circumstances beyond the county’s control
have prevented the county from obtaining those services or
supports within the timeline documented in the case plan, and the
need for additional time pursuant to the case plan is documented
by the casaeworker and approved by a deputy director or director
of the county child welfare department or an assistant chief
probation officer or chief probation officer of the county probation
department.

(C) Totheextent that placements pursuant to this paragraph are
extended beyond an initial six months, the requirements of
subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall apply to each extension. In
addition, the deputy director or director of the county child welfare
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department or an assistant chief probation officer or chief probation
officer of the county probation department shall approve the
continued placement no less frequently than every 60 days.

(11) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to allow a
social worker to place any dependent child outside the United
States, except as specified in subdivision (f).

(f) (1) A childunder the supervision of asocial worker pursuant
to subdivision (e) shall not be placed outside the United States
prior to ajudicial finding that the placement isin the best interest
of the child, except as required by federal law or treaty.

(2) Theparty or agency requesting placement of the child outside
the United States shall carry the burden of proof and shall show,
by clear and convincing evidence, that placement outside the
United Statesisin the best interest of the child.

(3) Indetermining the best interest of the child, the court shall
consider, but not be limited to, the following factors:

(A) Placement with arelative.

(B) Placement of siblingsin the same home.

(C) Amount and nature of any contact between the child and
the potential guardian or caretaker.

(D) Physical and medical needs of the dependent child.

(E) Psychological and emotional needs of the dependent child.

(F) Social, cultural, and educational needs of the dependent
child.

(G) Specific desires of any dependent child who is 12 years of
age or older.

(4) If the court findsthat a placement outside the United States
is, by clear and convincing evidence, in the best interest of the
child, the court may issue an order authorizing the social worker
to make a placement outside the United States. A child subject to
this subdivision shall not leave the United States prior to the
issuance of the order described in this paragraph.

(5) For purposesof thissubdivision, “ outside the United States’
shall not include the lands of any federally recognized American
Indian tribe or Alaskan Natives.

(6) This subdivision shall not apply to the placement of a
dependent child with a parent pursuant to subdivision (a).

(9) (1) If the child is taken from the physical custody of the
child’'s parent or guardian and unless the child is placed with
relatives; relatives or nonrelative extended family members, the
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child shall be placed in foster care in the county of residence of
the child’'s parent or guardian in order to facilitate reunification of
the family.

(2) In the event that there are no appropriate placements
available in the parent’s or guardian’s county of residence, a
placement may be made in an appropriate place in another county,
preferably a county located adjacent to the parent’s or guardian’s
community of residence.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted as requiring
multiple disruptions of the child’s placement corresponding to
frequent changes of residence by the parent or guardian. In
determining whether the child should be moved, the social worker
shall take into consideration the potential harmful effects of
disrupting the placement of the child and the parent’s or guardian’s
reason for the move.

(4) When it has been determined that it is necessary for a child
to be placed in acounty other than the child’'s parent’sor guardian’s
county of residence, the specific reason the out-of-county
placement is necessary shall be documented in the child’'s case
plan. If the reason the out-of-county placement is necessary isthe
lack of resources in the sending county to meet the specific needs
of the child, those specific resource needs shall be documented in
the case plan.

(5 When it has been determined that a child isto be placed out
of county either in a group home or with a foster family agency
for subsequent placement in a certified foster family home, and
the sending county is to maintain responsibility for supervision
and visitation of the child, the sending county shall develop aplan
of supervision and visitation that specifies the supervision and
visitation activities to be performed and specifies that the sending
county is responsible for performing those activities. In addition
to the plan of supervision and visitation, the sending county shall
document information regarding any known or suspected dangerous
behavior of the child that indicates the child may pose a safety
concern in the receiving county. Upon implementation of the Child
Welfare Services Case Management System, the plan of
supervision and visitation, as well as information regarding any
known or suspected dangerous behavior of the child, shall be made
available to the receiving county upon placement of the child in
thereceiving county. If placement occurs on aweekend or holiday,
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the information shall be made available to the receiving county on
or before the end of the next business day.

(6) When it has been determined that achild isto be placed out
of county and the sending county plans that the receiving county
shall be responsible for the supervision and visitation of the child,
the sending county shall develop aformal agreement between the
sending and receiving counties. Theformal agreement shall specify
the supervision and visitation to be provided the child, and shall
specify that the receiving county is responsible for providing the
supervision and visitation. Theformal agreement shall be approved
and signed by the sending and receiving counties prior to placement
of the child in the receiving county. In addition, upon completion
of the case plan, the sending county shall provide a copy of the
completed case plan to the receiving county. The case plan shall
include information regarding any known or suspected dangerous
behavior of the child that indicates the child may pose a safety
concern to the receiving county.

(h) Whenever the social worker must change the placement of
the child and is unable to find a suitable placement within the
county and must place the child outside the county, the placement
shall not be made until he or she has served written notice on the
parent or guardian at least 14 days prior to the placement, unless
the child’'s health or well-being is endangered by delaying the
action or would be endangered if prior notice were given. The
notice shall state the reasons which require placement outside the
county. The parent or guardian may object to the placement not
later than seven days after receipt of the notice and, upon objection,
the court shall hold a hearing not later than five days after the
objection and prior to the placement. The court shall order
out-of -county placement if it findsthat the child’s particular needs
require placement outside the county.

(i) WHereWhen the court has ordered removal of the child from
the physical custody of hisor her parents pursuant to Section 361,
the court shall consider whether the family ties and best interest
of the child will be served by granting visitation rightsto the child’s
grandparents. The court shall clearly specify those rights to the
social worker.

() WhereWhen the court hasordered removal of the child from
the physical custody of hisor her parents pursuant to Section 361,
the court shall consider whether there are any siblings under the
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court’s jurisdiction, or any nondependent siblings in the physical
custody of a parent subject to the court’s jurisdiction, the nature
of the relationship between the child and his or her siblings, the
appropriateness of developing or maintaining the sibling
relationships pursuant to Section 16002, and the impact of the
sibling relationships on the child's placement and planning for
legal permanence.

(k) (1) Anagency shall ensure placement of achild in ahome
that, to the fullest extent possible, best meets the day-to-day needs
of the child. A home that best meets the day-to-day needs of the
child shall satisfy all of the following criteria:

(A) Thechild'scaregiver is able to meet the day-to-day health,
safety, and well-being needs of the child.

(B) The child's caregiver is permitted to maintain the least
restrictive and most family-like environment that serves the
day-to-day needs of the child.

(C) The child is permitted to engage in reasonable,
age-appropriate day-to-day activities that promote the most
family-like environment for the foster child.

(2) The foster child’'s caregiver shall use a reasonable and
prudent parent standard, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision
(a) of Section 362.04, to determine day-to-day activities that are
age appropriate to meet the needs of the child. Nothing in this
section shall be construed to permit a child’s caregiver to permit
the child to engage in day-to-day activities that carry an
unreasonablerisk of harm, or subject the child to abuse or neglect.

SEC. 3. Section 361.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

361.3. (&) In any case in which a child is removed from the
physical custody of his or her parents pursuant to Section 361,
preferential consideration shall be given to arequest by arelative
of the child for placement of the child with therelative, regardless
of the relative’'s immigration status. In determining whether
placement with arelative is appropriate, the county social worker
and court shall consider, but shall not be limited to, consideration
of al the following factors:

(1) The best interest of the child, including special physical,
psychological, educational, medical, or emotional needs.

(2) The wishes of the parent, the relative, and child, if

appropriate.
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(3) The provisions of Part 6 (commencing with Section 7950)
of Division 12 of the Family Code regarding relative placement.

(4) Placement of siblings and half siblings in the same home,
unless that placement is found to be contrary to the safety and
well-being of any of the siblings, as provided in Section 16002.

(5 Thegood moral character of therelative and any other adult
living in the home, including whether any individual residing in
the home has a prior history of violent criminal acts or has been
responsible for acts of child abuse or negl ect.

aﬁd-thefelaﬂve—eﬁd-the rel atlve S des reto carefor and to prowde
legal permanency for, the child if reunification is unsuccessful.
(7) Theability of the relative to do the following:
(A) Provideasafe, secure, and stable environment for the child.
(B) Exercise proper and effective care and control of the child.
(C) Provide ahome and the necessities of life for the child.
(D) Protect the child from his or her parents.
(E) Facilitate court-ordered reunification effortswith the parents.
(F) Facilitate visitation with the child’'s other relatives.
(G) Facilitate implementation of all elements of the case plan.
(H) Providelegal permanencefor thechildif reunificationfails.
However, any finding made with respect to the factor considered
pursuant to this subparagraph and pursuant to subparagraph (G)
shall not be the sole basis for precluding preferential placement
with arelative.
(1) Arrange for appropriate and safe child care, as necessary.
(8) The safety of the relative's home. For a relative to be
considered appropriate to receive placement of a child under this
section, the relative’'s home shall first be approved pursuant to the
process and standards described in subdivision (d) of Section 309.
Inthisregard, the Legislature declares that aphysical disability,
such as blindness or deafness, is no bar to the raising of children,
and a county social worker’s determination as to the ability of a
disabled relative to exercise care and control should center upon
whether the relative’ s disability preventshim or her from exercising
care and control. The court shall order the parent to discloseto the
county social worker the names, residences, and any other known
identifying information of any maternal or paternal relatives of
thechild. Thisinquiry shall not be construed, however, to guarantee
that the child will be placed with any person so identified. The
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county social worker shall initially contact the relatives given
preferential consideration for placement to determineif they desire
the child to be placed with them. Those desiring placement shall
be assessed according to the factors enumerated in this subdivision.
The county social worker shall document these effortsin the social
study prepared pursuant to Section 358.1. The court shall authorize
the county social worker, while assessing these relatives for the
possibility of placement, to discloseto therelative, asappropriate,
the fact that the child is in custody, the alleged reasons for the
custody, and the projected likely date for the child's return home
or placement for adoption or legal guardianship. However, this
investigation shall not be construed as good cause for continuance
of the dispositional hearing conducted pursuant to Section 358.

(b) In any case in which more than one appropriate relative
requests preferential consideration pursuant to this section, each
relative shall be considered under the factors enumerated in
subdivision (a). Consistent with the legidlative intent for children
to be placed immediately with aresponsible relative, this section
does not limit the county social worker’s ability to place a child
in the home of an appropriate relative or a nonrelative extended
family member pending the consideration of other relatives who
have requested preferential consideration.

(c) For purposes of this section:

(1) “Preferential consideration” meansthat the relative seeking
placement shall be the first placement to be considered and
investigated.

(2) “Relative” means an adult who is related to the child by
blood, adoption, or affinity within the fifth degree of kinship,
including stepparents, stepsiblings, and al relatives whose status
is preceded by the words “great,” “great-great,” or “grand,” or the
spouse of any of these persons even if the marriage was terminated
by death or dissolution. However, only the following relatives
shall be given preferential consideration for the placement of the
child: an adult who is a grandparent, aunt, uncle, or sibling.

(d) Subsequent to the hearing conducted pursuant to Section
358, whenever a new placement of the child must be made,
consideration for placement shall again be given as described in
this section to relatives who have not been found to be unsuitable
and who will fulfill the child’s reunification or permanent plan
requirements.-Hr-addition-te-the-factors-deseribed--subdivision
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been considered for placement pursuant to this section, the court
shall state for the record the reasons placement with that relative
was denied.

() (1) Withrespect to achild who satisfiesthe criteria set forth
in paragraph (2), the department and any licensed adoption agency
may search for a relative and furnish identifying information
relating to the child to that relative if it is believed the child's
welfare will be promoted thereby.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall apply if both of thefollowing conditions
are satisfied:

(A) The child was previously a dependent of the court.

(B) Thechildwaspreviously adopted and the adoption has been
disrupted, set aside pursuant to Section 9100 or 9102 of the Family
Code, or the child has been released into the custody of the
department or alicensed adoption agency by the adoptive parent
or parents.

(3) Asused in this subdivision, “relative” includes a member
of the child’'s birth family and nonrelated extended family
members, regardless of whether the parental rightswere terminated,
provided that both of the following are true:

(A) No appropriate potential caretaker is known to exist from
the child’'s adoptive family, including nonrelated extended family
members of the adoptive family.

(B) Thechild wasnot the subject of avoluntary relinquishment
by the birth parents pursuant to Section 8700 of the Family Code
or Section 1255.7 of the Health and Safety Code.

SEC. 4. Section 361.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

361.5. (a) Except asprovided in subdivision (b), or when the
parent has voluntarily relinquished the child and the relinqui shment
has been filed with the State Department of Social Services, or
upon the establishment of an order of guardianship pursuant to
Section 360, or when a court adjudicates a petition under Section
329 to modify the court’sjurisdiction from delinquency jurisdiction
to dependency jurisdiction pursuant to subparagraph (A) of
paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 607.2 and the parents
or guardian of the ward have had reunification servicesterminated
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under the delinquency jurisdiction, whenever a child is removed
from aparent’sor guardian’s custody, the juvenile court shall order
the socia worker to provide child welfare servicesto the child and
the child’s mother and statutorily presumed father or guardians.
Upon afinding and declaration of paternity by the juvenile court
or proof of a prior declaration of paternity by any court of
competent jurisdiction, the juvenile court may order services for
the child and the biological father, if the court determines that the
services will benefit the child.

(1) Family reunification services, when provided, shall be
provided as follows:

(A) Except as otherwise provided in subparagraph (C), for a
child who, on the date of initial removal from the physical custody
of hisor her parent or guardian, was three years of age or older,
court-ordered services shall be provided beginning with the
dispositional hearing and ending 12 months after the date the child
entered foster care as provided in Section 361.49, unless the child
isreturned to the home of the parent or guardian.

(B) For a child who, on the date of initial removal from the
physical custody of hisor her parent or guardian, was under three
years of age, court-ordered services shall be provided for a period
of six months from the dispositional hearing as provided in
subdivision () of Section 366.21, but no longer than 12 months
from the date the child entered foster care as provided in Section
361.49 unless the child is returned to the home of the parent or
guardian.

(C) For the purpose of placing and maintaining a sibling group
together in a permanent home should reunification effortsfail, for
a child in a sibling group whose members were removed from
parental custody at the same time, and in which one member of
the sibling group was under three years of age on the date of initial
removal from the physical custody of hisor her parent or guardian,
court-ordered servicesfor some or al of the sibling group may be
limited as set forth in subparagraph (B). For the purpo